
SAMPLE SCENE FROM EAST OF THE MOUNTAIN.. 
 
EXT. SAGE DESERT - AFTERNOON 
Ben, exhausted, drags himself up a rise, sinks into the warm earth, 
curls on his side, holds his gut. Ben and the dogs rest, eyes shut. 
 
Ben awakens to find the dogs gone. There is noise in the distance, 
the baying of hounds, growing louder, a coyote, running at full 
bore, appears. 
Behind the coyote, running all out, are his dogs, Duke and Rex, 
and behind them, Coyote Joe’s pack of wolfhounds. Ben 
instinctively takes up his gun. 
                    BEN 
          No. No, no, no, no, no! 
The coyote passes below Ben at high speed. Ben hurries down 
the rise with his shotgun. Harden’s truck now rumbles into 
view. 
The wolfhounds close fast and Duke is taken down as Ben watches 
helplessly. Another wolfhound tumbles Rex and begins to rip into 
him as Ben gets there. Ben clubs it over the head with the butt of 
his shotgun. The other hounds, frozen by his presence, stand off, 
barking, as Harden’s truck pulls up and Harden steps out with 
a handgun. 
                    HARDEN 
          Drop it. 
Ben, gasping, gently lays his shotgun in the sand. 
 
                    HARDEN (CONT’D) 
          Now step back. 
 
Ben does. Harden comes forward and picks up the shotgun. 
Inspects and admires it. 
 
                    HARDEN (CONT’D) 
          Pretty fancy. 



 
Handgun still on Ben, he walks over to the clubbed wolfhound 
and looks closely. It’s dead.  Rex is badly wounded and Ben is 
trying desperately to catch his breath. 
 
                    BEN 
              (between breaths) 
          I need to tend to my dog. 
 
                    HARDEN 
          You need to shut up. 
 
Harden walks to Rex, aims the handgun at his head. Harden takes 
an active, sadistic interest in Rex’s wounds. 
 
                    HARDEN 
          Gonna bleed out. No sense wasting a bullet on him. 
 
Puts Ben’s gun in the truck cab, pulls of a lever, opens all the dog 
box doors and the dogs load up. When Harden is done loading his 
dogs he goes back to the corpse of the hound Ben killed and 
removes two collars; a radio collar, the other a shock collar. 
 
                    HARDEN (CONT’D) 
              (tossing the shock collar at 
              Ben’s feet) 
            Put that on.  

Harden slides a remote from his vest, punches a button. The collar 
chirps.  Ben kicks the collar at Harden’s feet.   
                    BEN 
          Shock me like you do your dogs? 
 
Harden picks up the shock collar, tosses it back to Ben, cocks his 
handgun. 



                       BEN 

          Kill me.  

                    HARDEN 
          Put it on.  
 
                    BEN 
          Go ahead, shoot. 
. 
Harden steps closer and puts his gun to Ben’s temple. Ben 
stares him down. 
 
                    BEN (CONT’D) 
          I gotta tend to my dog. 
 
He goes to Rex and kneels beside him, back to Harden. Harden 
approaches from behind, kicks Ben in the Back. Ben tumbles face 
down in the sand.  He takes Ben’s wallet. It’s thick and full of 
credit cards and cash. He puts it in his own pocket, then gives Ben 
a hard kick to the ribs. 
 
                    HARDEN 
          How ‘bout some broken ribs? 
          …How’s that? Yeah! 
 
He kicks him again, harder. Harden holsters his handgun, collects 
the shock collar, , gets in his truck, and leaves Ben in pain. 
 
 
END SCENE 


